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to that house, would be clone away by these
bills. For, on all these points, one of the bills gave
to the magistrates the power, not indeed of pre-
venting meetings, but of dissolving" them at pleasure,
under a pretence that the proceedings of the meet-
ings, in the judgment of such magistrate, tended
to sedition. But it was said, that this bill allowed
tfie people to assemble without any restraint, to dis-
cuss the merits of any depending law. This did not
appear to him to be any very valuable exception,
for after the passing of the bill, it would be of very
little consequence what law was afterwards pro-
posed j indeed, the minister need not propose any
other, for the moment this was passed, he would
have -established a complete despotism. It would
be impossible for the people to utter a single word,
on points the most essential to their rights, that were
not agreeable to the justices, who were to attend
these meetings. This might, and most probably
would be done, if any number of persons met for
the purpose of obtaining a parliamentary reform, in
the manner recommended some years ago by the
minister himself. But as the minister had com-
plained of the -effect of misrepresentation on the
subject of these bills, he would ask,, whether he
might not retort upon that charge ? Here Mr.
Sheridan alluded to the conduct of the minister and
liis friends, against the bill brought in by Mr. Fox,
relative to the affairs of India. He wished to re-
mind the house, how the author of that bill had been
misrepresented upon that occasion, by those who
supported the present minister at that time ; com-
plaints of misrepresentation came not with the best
grace from that quarter. Having made many ob-
servations on this point, he proceeded to observe on
the effect which opposition to these bills had produced
on the mind of the minister. It had already made
Jtira determine to lower his views, and this*was evi*
dent from his having, to-night, elevated his voice?
for that"was a pretty general indication on which the